
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074 

6 February 2002 

Aaron 8. Clauser 
60 Plum Creek Road 
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 

Dear Aaron, 

Thank you for submitting documentation for the Chuck-will's-widow at Schuylkill Haven 
on 31 May 1997. After careful review, the Committee regrets that it has voted not to accept this 
record. 

Members' opinions were divided about whether the call described was of this species, and 
the balloting went two rounds (which partly explains the long delay in reporting the result to 
you). In the final vote four of us accepted the record, having no doubt that your description 
indicated Chuck-will's-widow. Three voted not to accept it, believing that "the first notes 
longest, the next two short and close together" did not appear correct for the species -
particularly the first note, ff chuck, ff described as being one of the two longest notes. 

Although the vote was a majority 4-3 for acceptance, the Committee's bylaws require a 
minimum 6-1 vote for a record to be accepted. 

The committee always emphasires that non-acceptance does not mean the bird was not 
a Chuck-will' s-widow, but rather that a sufficient number of members did not feel the species 
was identified conclusively .. 

We hope this does not discourage you from submitting reports of rarities in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
For the Committee: 
Paul Hess, Chairman 

Record No. 463-01-1997 



4l3 - 01 - /C,°11 
VERIFICATION FORM 

Details must be submitted for all species of uncertain breeding status. 
They are noted-on the field cards, "Safe Date" list and Summary Data sheet with 
an asterisk (*). In additio n, many locally rare species will require verification 
at the discreti on of your Regional Coordinator. If you discover one of these 
birds, notify your Regional Coordinator immediately! 

Then, fill out and send th is form to your Reg ional Coordinator. Asterisked 
birds will not be accepted without a 11 Ver i f i cation Report Form. 11 Include sketches 
and/or photos if possible. :~ Yoyr _cooperation is essential to the intergrity of 
the Atlas Project. . 

SPEC I ES: C '1KK.-w: l) 1

s - vJ ;bD'>N, 
OBSERVER: A acan 6, Cla<t5ey, ' 

' 
PHONE #: <z, z ) - 73 '1-2{f 7 

QUAD NAME: .fl? I £0 c/\J S '/3 lA 12. G-

DATE: 5); 3 j tJ 7 TIME: 8 ~ 2 0 / /1/\ , > 

ADDRESS: b () / f uz, Cree, 6: ;f/ 
5chi,v/£'(/ Havetz,, fA /717 2 

QUAD #:.1_ C) · 0 l f_ S ~ BLOCK #: .3 

EXACT LOCATION: WqyOe: ~"'a,4✓~ 4} >ch~/lrd{!/2 reo
7
;/A ,iifehne#1 /rreq:,t:C ';- f'ar17) 

L yf :z. f/q llev If oaef 
; 

. · HABITAT - Describe fully for the general area and specific location . 
. T/2/s st,ec/es /.VQ.>/,eq~/t'~ a-Frp;rYlt'n3 (/t1/ley«lon.3 a5ff"e<U17, TJ,e,_ .6;1-cl~as v1,,/f-4,½ 

t;Oyr,wds O '/'a)°rn,al/ /Jruoh wh,t;/..,-/-fows rhro~/2q fq.sfr:c;,se/ The,/as-ff.&,.,,-e 1.s- u11./e,;,-, 
Cf 'Ctih(} f' y tJ .,c. ~aw-·-f-1 ~ be;,- wh ,'f-e_ () (1 ft O n/s-,l-~y&r..;,, fr ~ I 'c 1-rory (,Ar /r/2 .5 0 me. rn .dt i' ;t:'/o rel. /'qJ{Z 6 ~,sh ¢,~ -

BREEDING BEHAVIOR - Give all details of behavior that indicates this species is 
actually breeding. · 

SIGNATURE: ~ (:_Q~ 
{Regional Coordinator) 

DATE: __ ,-+-/ ...£..../7/:.__,_f._7 ___ _ 

Use other side for further details and list of other observers with addresses and 
phone numbers : Regional Coordinator - forward this r; port to: 



Record No.: 463-01-1997 

Pennsylvania Omith0logical Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimulgus carolinensis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 May 1997 to 13 May 1997 
Location: SCHUYLKILL HA VEN 
County: SCHUYLKILL 
Observer(s): Aaron Clauser 

Date of Submission: 1997 
Submitted by: Aaron Clauser 

/<EuJaO/A16 tJo W1< n7J?w lJ£sc~1f)11b,J 1/G6 P//01V /4 S P~CJM-fll) ;Jo 

Class Abstai 
Member Class I Class II Class III 

N-A Class Class 
Class V 

n 

IV-B IV-C 

D. Couchman K 
T. Floyd >( 
P. Hess K 
R. Ickes >< 
J. McWilliams ';<.. 
B. Reid X ~ 
P. Rodewald X 
TOTALS J 2- I ;~ 
DECISION 

Comments: 3 /; / l- ,;)Pl) ,If t:/ <..,) ,v J) 

-
~----"-

Signature (Secretary): ~~<
4
//4 Date: '1/2f/a1 .,,,,,,../4:. / 

~ -y 
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Record No.: 463-01-1997 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round Two 

Species: Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimulgus carolinensis) 

Date of Sighting: 13 May 1997 to 13 May 1997 
Location: SCHUYKILL HAVEN 
County: SCHUYKILL 
Observer(s): Aaron C lauser 

Date of Submission: 1997 
Submitted by: Aaron C lauser 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Class 
Member Class I Class II Class III Abstain 

IV-A Class Class 
IV-B IV-C 

Class V 

D. Couchman ><. 
G. Armistead >< 
P. Hess x· 
R. Ickes X. 
J. McWilliams X. 
B. Reid X 
P. Rodewald X 
TOTALS i / { 

DECISION x._ 

Comments: 'f/3/() ~ 

/ 
Signature (Secretary~~./~ _ /_ Date:lq ;-i/o; 

r 1/-




